- RF . ” _ - ns chit Go Sh re Le i bas oe aa EN 
: Gs 6 rs” i AS wo oY £ "Wn" o fs td P « + IE - £1: 9 So: TO OO 
"FR s e 4 hy . BEET. 
# - - : : ts, 
. . « G « - 4% 
% L 
» 3, 
5 Abe at 

+ 
- . 


Rag 15. 96 


D' WILL#AMS's 
SIXTH SERMON 
AT 


Mr. Bo TL Nv Lecture, 
41 6 @&.% 


* 4 


— 


— — 


SERMON 


Preached at 


St. Martins in the Fields, Sept. 2. 1695. 
BEING THE 


Sixth of che LecTure 
For the faid Y Egan, 


Founded by the Honourable 


By FOANWILLIAMS, D. D. 
Chaplain in Ordinary to His Majeſty. 
LONDON: 


Printed for Ri, Chilwell, and Tho, Cockerill, Ser.r & Jur* : Ar 
the Roſe and Crown in St. Pax!'s Church-Yard ; and at the 
Three Legs in the Poxltrey. M DC XCVL 


— 


—— —_ 


t 


T he Divine Autbority of the Scriptures. | 


' ROBERT BOTLE, Eſquire. | 


— 


——_— — — 


"x Ro RR RG 


__ _— w_—_— ne » PO OCOIIIEIRIIN. Ar Ge IO OO GeRYOA GO AT OOO oe - — —— = x RO a ———— WO 0 7 WITS XY BPR 
- —_— by —_ 
. : 
. 
« 0 o 
- " * 
| | \ a1 
” + 4 » - WY 4 %.A4 , 0 I 
| 4 . 
4 LS = a>. - - - - Ccasx —_— My <> —_ = _— — 
o 
{ 
M " WO, * ths - . 9 ts 
of ”s. 3 
| ? , F \ a yy f bl - 
| Fd A £ | -: 2 
a? " 5 z 5 
F 4 * 4 
, a+ & 4 i L 
' » 5 _— LY a Po & 
 - S- s 9 1 * 2 2 - n 
mY - - F£» & - r. 2 Gi Gen +» Ws. 2 ** & 
8 # \ e - wo A ww <> 43 al Y %* « % 4 4.4% tre - 
% + 
__ F P ” & a 
; J 
[1 H P = <- . > . _ - ea | 
KL. Ws Z WW, EF, : 
5 - # er A ww +» 4 % # 4, - - ; 
* 
, , 
j - 4 F 
L " / to 
c ; Z b k - «#7 S 
- % 
$ * . . , 4 
Gee SETS THEOTTY. 
: ' £1, 443 « iii 4 1 SF at \L _ 
} 
4 ba - "1h ww a | __ i 
j A : \ 4 L , Fg 6 , 
» # & w , . . [1 Fx z ” b 
o»it £4 Bi, 3 w : þ 
oy 5 i$ þ 4 by 0M. \ 4 PL pa *— . = 
4 
: [1 
| [ 
: - P - 2 * - =. 'v W T od 
| 'M f p \ þ \ t , $.-7 \ *F 
. % g " - - ) : 
| Ad « 3 tees, . . ' : = ' 
» 
(| . . 
p & * 
. 2 < e 
S Ws } A&A s # 4 n 
' 
. * o P \ | 
- f 
. CE 3 % 4 0 » | 
, 7 RY 0. a} CD p34?! ky k 
. of ok; - Fr ,47s 
« 1 Fa i x — - s . % 4 > 4 - 
4 
A ” aw 1 —_— av CS _ - ” 


BH: s;.:-1; 3; : 25- 


God who 4t ſimdry timer, "and in:divers. 


C 


manners ſpake in time paſt unto the Fa- 
thers by the Prophets, bath in-theſe laſt: 
days ſpoken unto ns "by bis" Son, Ges” | 


MME N theſe words we Joo! (9 ng: 
UVHSNESS been obſerved) 


':,', - 2 F A* deſcription of Revela-- 
<= tion ; tis God's ſpreking, or de- 
FW nmw claringihis Will to Marikind. 

2. The Certainty of thatRevelation, *cis byy 
way of Declerktiba , God, who at ſundry times, 


. and in' divers manners {pake, ' EC. : 


3. The Orderoblerved in delivering that Re-- 
velation, 'as to Time, Manner, and> Perſbns; ; 


- bv time © paſt by..the Prophets, and m the loft days by 


his Son. 
4; The Conchiſton- and PerfeQion of /thas- 


Revelation, 'cis#n the laſt days by bis Son, 
A 3: Under : 
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2 The Divine Autborityof of 3 a Scriptures. we. 


Cl 


Under the Second [ have ſhewed, 


1. That there has been ſucha Revelation. 
2. That the Scripture is of Divine Revela- 


tion, and bas upon it.the CharaQers belohging 
ro:ſuch Revelation. 


\ For the berter Jifpaling of what: I had to ſay 


'Sexm, V. naiies; this Head, I. a8 -oy" Fout- Queſtions to 
be reſolved, viz. 


&.. 1, How we can. prove the Matter of -Scri- 
pture'to be true ? 

Q. 2. How we can prove the Matter of Scri- 
pture to have been'of Divine Revelation ? 

2. 3. How we canprove the Books of Scri- 
pture to have been of Divine Inſpiration ? 

2. 4. How we prove theſe Books' that: are 
now 'extant., | and received by the Chriſtian 
Church as Canonical, to be thoſe very. Books? 


I have already Treated of the Two hr, 
and ſhall now take the Two latter into Conlt- 
deration, 

- Where we may obſerve ſomewhat as to tho 
Writers, and then asto Inſpiration. 


. As 


——_— 
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1. As to the Writers , - of whom we may 
reckon Three ſorts. | 
(+.) Merely Human ; fuch as St. Luke ſpeaks: 
of, thati out: of a good and'pious intent, took m1 Luk. 164; 
hand to ſet forth in order a declaration of thoſe things 
which were moſt ſurely believed, And this may be 
done without any. material Error. by Perſons duly. 
qualified: for it, 
(2.)- Thoſe that had what they wrote imme» 
diately dictated, or at leaſt approved by ſuch Per- 
- ſons as. were inſpired. So Exſebius ſaith that the Hit. Ec- 
Goſpel of St. Mark. was approved by St, Peter, — 
and St. Luke's by St. Paul. Fj; -.., Ra 
(3-) Such as were immediately Inſpired-in the 
writing, as'St, Peter and the reſt. of the Divine 
Writers are ſuppoſed to have been. .. + 
Now: though the firſt of theſe may be ſuffi: 
cient in ordinary caſes, and of good uſe in the 
extraordinary., where there is. no. better:; yet 
where the Salvation of Mankind is concerned.. 
there is ſomewhar farther neceſſary, and thar is; 
that the Perſons that write ſhould be aflifted-and 
guided by cheHolySpirit of God,or write by the di- 
rection and'approbationof thoſe thatare Inſpired: . 
2: As-to-the. Inſpiration, . that is T'wofold:: 
(i.) Eicher when the Matter, Words; . and' 
Oxder., are. immediately Dictated: by., God 
| himſelf ;; 


_=— 
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.2 Os 1,22, 


himfelf 4 as-the Decalogue : was, and all that 
was Revealed by Voice; :for then it was 'as. 


Diſcourſe with us. 


(2.) Or, When Perſons 'Selefted wrote by 


'Dire&tion- or Command from God, what. was 


Revealed to them, astothe Matter only, whe- 
ther by way of Declaration, or Repreſentation. 
In which laſt caſe the Perſons Inſpired took 


their own way ; which is the reaſon of the diffe- 


-rence in Style and Phraſe between their ſeve- 


-ral Compoſitions; that, for example , 1/aiab 


weit ina lofty "courthy Style; and that Amos, 2 
Herdſman, writ after a more Ruftical way, So 
Eraſmus faith of St. Luke, thathe writ in a purer 
and clearer Style, becauſe of his skill in the Greek 
Tongue. gvi08 61 bole q 

| Here the Office of the Divine Spirit was to 
ſuggeſt the Matter, or to repreſent the caſe, to 
aſiſt and ſuperviſe, ſo that no Error ſhould be 
in: the. Original Copy; though he left each to 
che liberty of their own way- in expreſling it, 
As if we- were to ſend ſeveral Meſſengers upon 
the ſame_Errand., ' we deliver the Meflage ito 
them, and tell them whar they :are to lay ; buc 
leave every one of them to expreſs it as they think 
fit;and.as they are able: Each of which is a faith- 
ful and wiſe Servant, though he keeps not exactly 


co 
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ro the. very words of his Maſter, and all agree 
inthe drift and ſubſtance, though theysdiffer in 
the:expreſſion or circumſtance. 'So ic 1s 1n the 
Evangeliſts, where they all agree in the material 
parts'of the Hiſtory, though they differ often 
inthe words, and-ſometimes, perhaps, in ſome 
minute-paſlages relating to it. 

In one or other of theſe two ſenſes, the Scria 
pture-may be {aid-ro be wrote by Divine [oſpi- 
ration ;! that is, either by immediate and verbal 
Suggeſtion, or by DireCtion :- And :this I ſhall 
now endeavour to prove, by any the Third 
Queſtion, vize 2 ©: 

2- 3: How we do prove the Books of Scri- 
pture, which contain.the matter 'of Revelation, 
tro have been of Divine Inſpiration? 

In proceeding upon'this[-ſhall- premiſe : 


1. Thar the proper courſe for proving the 


Divine Authority of the Scripture, is to begin 
with the. Matter , - abſtracted from-the Books, 
(as Þ have already done )' arid then to proceed 
from thence to the Books. 

And therefore they begin at che wrong end, 
thar would diſprove the' truth of >the Revelation! 
or +Matter contained in Scripture, by ſuch Ob. 
jetions as they-make fromthe Writing, and the 
B00. Forthe Matter: ſtands upon a proof and 

2 c3 30) B evidence 
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Serm, V. 
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— 


evidence of its own (as [| have ſhewed) and 
will tard, though the written Word, or Scri- 
pture, fhould fail of ſupporting ics own Au- 
thority. 

Therefore thoſe that will venture upon diſpro- 
ving the Revelation, mult in reaſon begin with 
the Matter ; let them there try their: skill, and 
call in queſtion the proof by which that is ſup- 
ported. Burt this we have already prevented, by 
having proved the. Matter of Scripture to have 
been of Divine Inſpiration. | 

2. Though there ſeems not to be fo clear and 
full a proof for.the Inſpiration of-the Books, as 
there is for the Matter, fince the Matter has the 
utmoſt atteftation it is capable of, viz. Miracles ; 
but there were no Miracles wrought to prove 
theſe Books toi have been. of Divine Jalpiration, 
( as has been before obſerved): Yet if we prove 
that the Books were written by Inſpired Per- 
ſons, and.that what they Wroteis the lame with 
what they. Taught, it is equivalent, and much 
of the ſame Force and Authority. 

For what need wasthere of Miracles to prove 
the Books to be written- by: Inſpiration, when 
the Perſons writing them were Inf{pired., and 
that what they wrote is the ſame with what they 
taught, and when what. they/taught was con- 

Ir TOE firmed 
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firmed by the Miracles which they wrought ? 

Therefore while the Authors were in being, 
there-nceded no Miracles to;prove theſe Writings 
ro-be theirs, when they themſelves aſſerted them 
{oro be: And after their deceaſe we have as 
much. reaſon to. believe the Scriptures which 
they wrote to have been .of Divine Ilaſpiracion, 
as what they taught” ro be a Revelation, both 
now depending,-upon the like Evidence, that js, 
Teſtimony , as to which we have no. more 
proof-of-the Matter, .than wehave of the Books. 

2. From hence it follows, That .not-to be- 
'lieve the Scripture to have been of Divine Inſpi- 
ration, /is.in effe&t to rejet and deny the Reve- 
lation therein-contained : "The Scripture being 
the beſt, and in the preſent circumſtances of 
Mankind, :the only-means. left for the conveyance 
of it; 1 lay, inthe preſent circumſtances, .it is 
the only means; for when the circumſtances 
were:other than-they are.now, .or have been for 
Sixteen -hundred Years .and upwards, , there was 
then :no ſuch abſblute.need of a written Ward : 
When the Inſtruftors of Mankind -had their 
Lives protracted toa vaſt extent,as itwas with the 
/Patriarch's of Qld ; or when there.were [nſ[pired 
Perſons alive to teach and rectify any :miſtakes 


that might ariſe and diſturb the Peace of the 
| B 2 Church ; 


4 
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Church; asit was in the times of the Apoſtles. 

But when things fell into an ordinary: courle, 
and that fallible Perſons (as all afterwards-were) 
might miſtake in their reports of DoCtrine, ec. 
and the weak memories of othe1s not retain what 
they had been taught, -and that the inſincere 
would wreſt what was taught to ferve their per- 
verſe deſigns ; the caſe being thus alter'd from 
extraordimary to ordinary, fo-was the- means of 
conveyance. * And *God, that: committed the 
| Divine Oracles to be taught by Perſons whom he 
chovght fit ro' inſpire, employed the ſame. Per- 
fons-to commit. that Revelation to-writing for 
the future PreferVation'of it, -and the conveying 
nt down ſafe and intire 'to Pofterity. Withour 
which Mankind, im theſe circumſtances, neither 
conld themfelves have beencertain of what they 
-were to believe, nor could they have ſufficiently 
proved to others whar- it was they were obliged 
ro receive and to believe, as wanting Authen- 
rick Monuments and Records for it. So that we 
have ſufficient reaſon to believe that the ſame 
Divine Goodneſs, thar did make known his Will 
to Mankind, would take the beſt means, and 
did take the beſt means for the continuing and 
preſerving it; 


And 


Pay 
— 
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And Scripture being the only means of thar 
kind, becomes a Rule of Faith; and fo is of 
Authority ſufhicient 'to- oblige us to receive and 
obey it. | 

If che Matter of Scripture be true. and of Di- 
vine Inſpiration, we are obliged by it, though 
the Writing, or Book containing it, fhould be 


only of Human Compoſition ; becaule it is the 


Doctrine, and not the way of delivery, that 
aſſes the immediate Obligation upon us : Bur 


when the Book containing that Matter, as well. 


as the Matter it ſelf; is of Divine Authoricy, and 


compoſed by Divine Appointment , Dire&ion, . 


or. Inſpiration, it obligeth us-by vertue of. the 


Compolttion, as well as the Matter; and both. 
are: to be. jointly received as proceeding, from : 


one and the ſame Original and Authority. 
But having aſſerted this, That the Scripture 


1s the only means of conveyance of the Will of 
God to Mankind , and what becomes a Rule. of 


Faith to us ; it is fic to recura to the Queſtion pro- 


poled, Viz; 
How we can prove the Scripture to have been 


of Divine Revelation ; or that thole Books, ſo 
called, were wrote by the Direction and Com-- 


mand of God, or by lafpiration-ſrom him? 


as 


ke ro aths y Y a > 
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A. 1, I Anſwer in the fame'way as before, 
Thar as there is no Revelation, 4f whe Scripru- 
ral Revelation be notthat Revelation ; ifo there 
isno written Revelation, if the Scriptureibe nor 
that Book, and be not Infpired. And:cthen we 
ſhould wanr'the only certain 'means of convey- 
ance, Which is Weitinz, or [ſhould have 'been 
wholly left to the doubtful and uncertain hand 
of Tradition, for the knowledge and preſerya- 
tion of Revelation. LD 4s» 

Now, [think,this to'be an Argument of conſide- 
rable force for the Divine Authoricy of Scripture ; 
that without this means we ſhould afrer:a Reve- 
Jation be in effe& without a Revelation : 'Forſo 
3r vill be if the Scripture contain not that Reve- 
Htion, and that 'we havenoſufficient Record, if 
that be not the AuthentickiRecord of it. 

Bur-to come nearer the point. 
2. I Anſwer, That there is as much proof 


_ 'for the Inſpiration of the Scripture, :as the 'mar- 


ter'is well 'eapable of, and 'as much as is ſuſh- 
cient ; and if that be ſo, then 'tis unreaſonable 
ro reject it; for they who do-ſo, can do it up- 


'0n-nolefs pretehce, than that they would have 


ſuch a proof as the'matter is not capable of, and 


more thanis ſufficient for the proof of ic. But 


that there is ſuch a_ proof for the Divine Autho- 
rity 


The Dzvine Authority of the Scriptures. 1 1 
ricy of Scriptureas is ſufficient, I think, will be 
evident if we fhew, 

1, Fhat the Scriptures have for proof of their 
Infpiration, the Teſtimony of fuch as were In- 
ſpired. . 

2. That they were written by Perſons In{pi- 

red, and that were. Loſpired when they wiic 

them. 
J. That they are worthy of ſuch Authors, . 
and have upon them the Characters of ſuch In- 
ſpiration. 

x. The Scriptures have for proof of their 
Inſpiration, the Teſtimony of ſuch as were 
Inſpired. - The Feſtimony of Perſons Inſpired: 
is as much a Proof of. Inſpiration, as if it had 
been a matter they themſelves were Infpired 
with ; and therefore the Evidence that we have 
\ for the Inſpiration of ſuch Perſons, is a ſuffici- 

ent Evidence for the Inſpiration they give Teſti- 
mony to. As for inſtance, ſuppoſe that we 
| have not as good evidence for the Infpiration of 
the Old Teſtament as we have for the New ; 
yet if the New doth juſtify the Inſpiration of the 
Old, quotes it as ſuch, and beſtows that Cha- 
racer upon it ; then by vertue of ſuch a Teſti- 
mony, we have as good Evidence for the Old 
as we have for the New, The meer Quotation 


. 
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of a Book by an Inſpired .Perſon, whether as to 
the Author, Words, or Matter, doth: not give 
the like Authority to that with what he himſelf 


As 17. doth write by Divine [nſpiracion ; for then 4ratus 


and Menander,Epimenides and Callimachus, who were 


: & Heathens, and are: Quoted by St. Paul would 


Tit. 1. become Inſpired Writers. 


x 


But the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament- are 
cited by our Saviour and the Apoſtles as the 
Oracles of God, - and as Books of Divine Autho- 
rity, and which they produce and appeal to upon 
all occaſions .in -juſtification of - the Doctrine 
which they taught: So we are told that al $c#i- 


.2Tim.3. pture,' 7raoz yexph, Or the . whole Scripture-;( as 
[466/80 Dionyſius Carthuſ. expounds it ) is given by Inſpiration 


of God. 
And what is meant by the Scripture, is no 
other than what was generally received by -the 


Luke24, Jewiſh Church as ſuch, and which our Saviour 
1 Cciftributes after their manner into the Three 


known parts, Viz, The Law of Moſes, the Pro- - 
phets, and the Pſalms: Which diviſion compre- 

hended in it all the ſeveral Books; the Pro- 
phers containing not only the Books properly ſo 
called, but alſo the Hiſtorical, as written by 1n- 


{pired Perſons; and the Plalms containing all the 
- Poerical. 


And 


—_—— 


" The Divine Auorityof he Scriptures, 13. 


. "And they deſcerid yet:lower ;for uf the Thircy 
nine Books of the! Old Teſtament , there are 
very few; not above Seven or Eight, but what 


are quotedin'the New Teſtament.by Name, or. 


for tome remarkable Paſſage, and as Books of 


the ſame+ Character. THO 
: So'thar"if \we can prove: our Saviour to be in- 


fallible; and che Evangeliſts and Apoſtlesiinfpired 


( as we have done before, when we proved the 
Matter revealed by them to have beenof Divine 
Authority ), at-the ſame cime we prove the 
Scriptures of the Old Teſtament to be of Divine 
Inſpiration ; becauſe they had this, Teſtimony 
and: Credir given.to. them by thoſe that were 
themſelves Infallible and Inſpired. 

The like Teſtimony have we for the Divine 


Authority of St. Paul's: Epiſtles , by St. Peter, 2 Per. 3. 
who gives themthe. ſame Title of Scripture with 75» 16: 


che Books that were of the Jewiſh Canon; Our 
beloved brother Paul, according to the wiſdomgiven unto 
him; hath written unto. you, as alſo in all: bis Epiſtles : 
--+-- Which they thut are unlearned and unſtable'wreft, as 
alſo the. Other Scriptures. | 
- . Burthough this be a good and ſufficient Proof, 
where. it may: be had, yer it is not applicable to 
all.; ſince the-laſt of the Inſpired: Writers could 
have no ſuch Evidence; as Malachi among the 
| C Jews ; 
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Jews; and St. Jobn in the Primitive: Church , 
who ſurvived all the reſt of the Divine Penmen. 
And therefore where this Proof. of the: Atteſta- 
tion given to ſome is wanting as to others, we 
muſt have recourſe to other Arguments thar 
will ſupply what is deficient. . The Old Teſta- 
ment has the Teſtimony of. the New to vouch 
for irs Divine Authority ; but what can thus te- 
ſify to the New, when there is no other Reve- 
lation, and no Inſpired Perſons to come after-? 

But this will be help'd: by the next Evidence, 
which'is, That _ BG 2 | 

2. The Scriptures were written by Perſons lo- 
{pired, - and that were Inſpired in the writing of 
them. efigt brit lot 33 of any tel 

( 1, ) They were written by:Perſons Inſpired : 
Thereby is meaar, that: whoever were the' Au- 
thors,, known .or unknown, we bave:yer: good 
and fufficient Evidencethac the Penmen were In- 
ſpired both as to the Matter and Manner or Way 
of Writing. (But this belongs to another 
place. ) \. Or that the Authors of thoſe Books 
were the ſame that before taught by Inſpiration. 

Thar the Writers of the Old Teſtament were 
of this kind;. we have already proved from the 
Teſtimony of the New, as far as that is of Au- 
thority toverity it. 

And 
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And that the Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, whom 
we have before proved to be Inſpired, were the 
Authors of the: Books of the New Teſtament, 
we have as good Aſſurance as the Jews had that 
che Pentateuch was written by Moſes , or the 
P[alms by David; or that ever there were ſuch 
Philoſophers as Plato and Ariſtotle, or ſuch Phy- 
ficians as Hippocrates and Galen , or any Books 
writ by them. __ 

Nay, ſo. much the ſtronger Evidence have 
we, as it has been the Duty. a6 heFFhonghe) 
and the Intereſt of fo conſiderable a part of man- 
kind as the Chriſtians are, to preſerye theſe Re- 
cords ſafe andentire, and to take care that they 
be ſuch in all points as they received them ; and 
conſequently. according to their, ſenſe of them 
they are of Divine :Inſpiration,. and wrote by 
thoſe Inſpired Perſons, 'And for which there 
can be no greater Evidence than this ſort of Tra- 
dition ; unleſs we would have. God reyeal to 
every particular perſon, That the Authors of 
thole Books were Inſpired ;_ or poiat it out by 
ſome ſpecial Miracles, which ſhall ſerve as the 
Star to the Wiſe Men, todirec us to it. 

But ſince chis is wanting, and cannot reaſo- 
nably be expetted, we muſt reſt ſatisfied with 
chat- which. is the only ;poſſible Evidence, and 

| C 2 which 
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which not only the Primitive Chriſtians did od 
mir as ſufficient, bur was not, conteſted by the 
moſt violent "Adverſaries of theit Religion: - 
Among whom the Queſtion was not, Whether 
the Perſons reputed to be Inſpired, were the Au- 
thors'of thofe Books ?, or, Whether thoſe whoſe 
Aiithors are not known, were of the ſame con» 
dition with thoſe that were known 2 but, Whe- 
ther the matters of that ſuppoſed Revelation, 
and contained i ' thoſe. Books,” were crue, and 
that thoſe Authors were'fthcere Relaters of it'? 
And whereas there were fome Books of' Scri- 
prure: that \ were not ſo, early and univerſally” emi- 
braced as 'others, yer they were hot fo much 
doubted of azto their Authority, as the'Authors, 
Aro ſuch as the Epiſtle | ta the: Flebrews, the ſecond 
$5:tand t third of St. "Job, and the' Revelation ) 3 - 'Un- 
. L7.cleſs it were by the Ahgi that Epiphanius writes of, 
*** who rejected the Works of St. John as not agree- 
able to their Opinion, Thar Chriſt was 2 mere 
Man. © | 
( 2. ) The Sacred Penmen were nfoitcd in 
their Writing, in the fenle belore ſpoken of, p 4 
For, 
3. There was as Wk need to- Wiite; as to 
Teach; to Write with reſpe& co the abſenr, and 
wo Poſterity ; as to Teach and' Preach- to the 


preſent; 


—, 


The Divine Authority of tbe Scriptures, 
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reſent ; for there is no other way to Teach in 
thoſe cales, than by Tradition or Writing. . But 
the Defe& which thoſe Holy Men found all their 
Diſcourfes labour'd under as to their Convey- 
ance by Tradition, through the infirmity 'of Hu- 
man Nature, and an incapacity of tranſmitting 
the- Matters now contained in the Scriptures, to 
furure Ages in that way , without Prejudice, 
Corruption, : and Abuſe, diſpoſed them, under 
the direCtion of the Holy Spirit, to commit, them 
to Writing. So'St. Jobn 20. 3 1. Theſe things are writs 
ten, that ye might believe.. So St. Peter, 2, Pet, 1.5. 
1 will endeavour-that ye my be able. after, my deceaſe to- 
have theſe things always in remembrance. Kel 

' 2: There. was as much.need- to Write by In- 


ſpiration, as to.Feach by Inſpiration, 'for Wri- 


ting 1sbur another way. of Teaching:3 And if 
the Apoſtles had :the./Afliſtance of the. Holy 
Ghoſt in all matters; of moment' when they 
Taught, it is reaſonable to ſuppole (had. we no- 
other Evidence fot it )- that in the ſame Cir- 


cumſtances they had che ſame Afliſtance in what 


they Writ. Ty | a 
"Nay, fo much the- more might ic reaſonably 
be expected, that they ſhould have the At- 
fiſtance of - that Divine Power operating upoa 


their Minds, and guiding, as it were, their Pen in 
what 
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what they Writ; as what they Writ was to con- 


tinue in the Church, and to be a Standard of 


Faith, and Rule of Life to all' Ages : Whereas 
what they Taught could continue no longer 
than the Memories of fallible men could re- 
tain x2; © CES an bas It 

So that we may conclude, Thar : if: they 
Taught and Preach'd by the ſpecial Aſſiſtance of 
the Holy Spirit, they wete alſo under the Con- 
dud of it when they Writ. © ©» 

3. Thoſe Divine Penmen conceived them- 
ſelves to be alike Inſpired in what they Writ, as 
in what they caught. Therefore we generally 


Pha. rx, find che Apoſtles, and Sr.'Pal always; unleſs 
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when he writes in conjunQtion with others, to 
begin "their Epiſtles wich a Declaration of their 
Commiſſion and Authoriry by wirctue-of their 
Office, Paul an Apoſile, &c. requiring thedame re- 
gard and the like ſubmiſſion ro what they Writ, 
as to what they Spoke when-preſent. - - 
And as they thus magnified their Office., fo 


. they writ as from Chrift himſelf, after this and 


the like form, Grace be to you, and peace from God 
our father, and the Lord Jeſus Chrift, Rom. 1.705. 

Nay, they inſiſt upon their Inſpiration, which 
they received when they writ, to gain it Aurho- 
rity with thoſe they wrote ro. So St. Paul, 
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Gal. r. t. Paul an Apoſtle, not of men, neither by man; 


but by Jeſus Chriſt, &c. Ver. 11, 12. certify ous. 


brethren, that the Goſpel which was preached of me, is 


not after man ; for Tneither received it of man, nor was 


1 taught it but by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. 
And that Apoſtle expreſly ſaith, The things that 7 
write unto you are the commandments of the bare, z Cor, 
I4. 37. 2 Cor. 1. 13. 


So St. Peter, 1 Epiſt. 5. 12. I have written 


briefly, exhorting and teſtifying, that this is the true 
grace of God, wherein ye ſtand. 

Now if they conceived themſelyes to be In- 
ſpired in Writing, who themſelves were Inſpi- 
red ( as has been before proved ) and did Wrie 
with the ſame Apoſtolical Authority as they 
bm it is certain that they were Infpir'd in Wri- 

; for they were the beſt Judges of their own 


ns Sad could beſt know when they were 


Inſpired. And therefore if any would undertake 


to diſprove the Divine Authority or Inſpiration 
of the Holy: Scriptures, chey muſt firſt: of all 


prove that thoſe Writers.-were nor! inſpired, nor. 
did ever give fuſficient Evidence that they were 


Inſpired. But-if they were Inſpired, and do withal. 


declare that 'they Wrote thole Books by Inlpira- 
tion, we have as much reaſon to receive thole 
Books as ſuch upon their Afhrmation; as we 


have- 
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Bt ro. believe that they themſelves were Inſpi pi- 
red, or did ever Teach by Inſpiration, | 

ae, ) here. 1s the :ſlame:Prqof for the [oſpira- 
tion of. the Apoſtolical Writers, 'in-cheir Wriring, . 
as their Teaching, as whac they W rite isithe ſame 
with. what they. Taught ;..and therefore what 


they. Taughe: being confirmed: by ſufficient Evi-, | 


dence to be from God, ſo muſt what they, Writ; 
the ſame Proofs that beloog to rhe one, belong- 
mg1to the other. - , And;accordingly.they.in their 
Writings often appeal ro'what,they Taught, as 
concordant with what they Writ, and to the, Te- 
timony given to the one "or che confirmation 
of ithe other.” ec) 
They appeal to; adlat they: Tavghs: 
St. Paul, z Cor. 2. 13. I write none other Ne to 
Jour, than what :youread, or know and ackriowledge. So. 
Gal: 1. 8,9. T bough we ,or',an arigel- from: heaven 
preach any other goſpel unto you than that ye have receis 
ved, let him be accurſed. * 
o9J they! appeal to the Eyidences.of : their: [1 
ſpiration in Teaching,,- for 2” confirmation of 
what they Writ : So 2 Cor. 12.12.” Truly the ſigns 
of : an Apoſtle were wrought among. you.in all. patience, 
and "ſigns and wonders, and mighty deeds: Gal: 35+ 
Fe that miniſtreth to you the Spirit, and worketh mira- 
cles among you, doth he it by the works of the Law, or 
the 
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the hearing of Faith? From whence it is that the 
Apoſtles challenge. 'the ſame regard to. be 


paid ro their Writings, as their Teaching; 


which they could not have done, were not 
their - Writings 'of as (good Authority as their 
Feithing , -and were they not alike directed 
and aſſiſted in the' one as the other. So 
St. Paul, -1 Cor. 4. 1. Let a man ſo account of us 
as of the miniſters of Chriſt, -or Apoſtles: 1 Cor. 5. 
3» 4+ 1 verily, as abſent in body, but preſent in ſpirit, 
have judged already as though I were preſent, &c. in 
the name of -the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when ye are gathers 
ed together, and my Spirit, &c. ou 
All-which is to give Authority to what they 
writ 3' but what | Authority could that be of to 
oblige: others to receive-it, if they themſelves 
received it not by Inſpiration; and that their 
Teaching and Writing were not the ſame, and 
obtained inthe ſame way? 
1-3, The Holy Scriptures are worthy of ſuch 
Authors as were Inſpired, and have upon them 
the Characters of ſuch Inſpiration. 
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| have before proved, That the Mat- Le&we 


ter - contained. in Scripture has upon_ it the 
Characters of a Divine Revelation. Bur the 
Deſign before us now is, to ſhew, That the 
Wricing it ſelf has upon it ſuch Characters as 
D will 
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Amos 7. 
I4. 


will entitle it to Divine Inſpiration, and is wor- 
thy of ſuch Perſons to write, as were Inſpired. 
And thar, | 


1. If we conſider who the Perſons were that 
were the Penmen of the Sacred Writ; that were 
as well Ignorant and Illiterate, as Learned, 
Thus we find in the Old Teſtament, an Amos 
that. was no Prophet, nor Prophet's Son, ' nor 
bred.up in their Schools, but'an Herdman, and 
Gatherer of Sycamore-fruit, is made at once a Pro- 
phet,and as Inſpired, as the Great, the Noble, and 
Eloquent [/aiah : And under the Goſpel, we find a 
IHMattbew and a Jobn, as well as a Luke ; a Peter as 
well asa Paul, For when the Workmanſhip pro- 
ceeds not from theHand, but the IntelligentMind; 
not from the Inſtrumenty but che Efficient; it is 
not what the Hand, the Inſtrument, and Agent 
is, but what the Eftcient pleaſes; and ſo God 
could make an Apoſtle and an Inſpired Perſon 
out of an Illiterate Fiſherman, as well as out of 
him that ſate at the Feet of Gamalicl. For God 
choſe the fooliſh things of the world to confound the 
wiſe, and the weak things of the world to confound the 
things Which are mighty, 8c. that no fleſh ſhould glory 
in his preſence, 1 Cor. 1. 27. 


And 


x 
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And as'it was in Preaching, fo it is in Writing 
the Goſpel, in which God no leſs gave them a 
Mind to indite, than a Mouth and Wildom 
in Teaching, to ſpeak. So that they needed no Luk 21. 
more/to-meditate befare, what to write, than in + '5: 
that caſe what they ſhould anſwer. It was there 
as the Spirit gave them utterance, and here as that did 
direct, and afliſt, or ſuggeſt. St. Paul exhorts 
Timothy, togiveattendance to reading, till he him- 
ſeif ſhould come ta give him farther Inſtruction ; 
and to meditate and give himſelf wholly to them, that 
his profiting might appear to all, » Tim, 4. 13, «xc, 
But we find no ſuch dependance on bo 
means in what they wrote: Then it is Payl an 
Apoſtle, not of men, neither by man, but by Jeſus, and 
Ged the Father ; the Goſpel he wrote was the ſame 
| he taught; and which when he wrote, he no 
more received from man, than when he taught, 
and which he was taught by the revelation of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Gal. x. 1, x1, 12. 
And therefore where all was by Revelation, 
it was not as the Man was, but as he was made : 
And as St. Peter was as much an Apoſtle, an In- 
ſpired Teacher, fo he was as much a Divine 
Writer as St. Paul, and writes with the ſame Di- 
vine Power and Authority, and with as much 


Certainty and Infallibility. 
.”- 50 


' 24 The Divine Authority of the Scriptures. 


So that there are as few Obje&ions ( if we 
frrictly conſider it) made againſt the moftIlli- 
terate as the moſt Learned of the Inſpired Wri- 
ters ; againſt St. Matthew and John ,. as againſk 
St. Luke; againſt St, Peter, as St. Paul. But now: 
if thoſe Writers had wrote after man (in St. Paul's 
Phraſe ) and purely from themſelves, As it was 
naturally impoſſible that ever thoſe Unlearned 
Perſons ſhould apply themſelves to ſtudy at the 
Age of St. Peter, and write of the moſt ſublime 
Arguments more to the ſatisfa&tion of Mankind 
than the profoundeſt Philoſophers ; ſoit was im- 
poſſible but that in their Compoſitions. they 
{ſhould have been guilty of manifold Miſtakes, 
when they wrote of ſuch various Points, and 
Points'of no ſmall difficulty to explicate. - But 
when the Unlearned of them are as free from 
Error as the Learned, and as little liable to ex- 
ception in what they writ, 'tis evident they writ 
from the ſame Spirit with, and had the ſame Al: 
 fiſtance as the Learned. 

And therefore the ſuppoſed Errors in any of 
them could not proceed from Inadvertency, or 
Unskilfulneſs, or want of right Information ; but 
are rather Errors ſuppoſed and imaginary, than 
real ; the Miſtakes of the Reader or Tranlcriber, 
rather than of the Penmen ; as I have already 
ſhewed. (Serm, IV.) For 
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\ For if the Errors had proceeded immediately 
from- the Writer .,.' they -would have .appeared 
more inthe Compoſures of -the Unlearned than 
the Learned :. But when the Unlearned are as 
free fromichem as the Learned, 'tis. an unque- 
ſionable ſign. that the Unlearned wrote from 
the ſame Spirit as the Learned, and both from 
a Spirit that is Divine. 

2. The Scriptures will, appear to be worthy 
of ſuch Authors as are [aſpired, if we conſider 
the way in which they are written, which though 


not. with: excellency, of ſpeech, . or of Þ i/dom,: that is, z Cor. 


human , yet have ſuch 'a Majeſty and Autho- * 
rity ſhining through the-whole, as gives them 


a Luftre as much beyond other. Books, as the. 


Bodies of Angels which. they afſumed for ſome 


ſpecial ſervice, excelled choſe of. Morrals, and 


that were of, a Natural Compoſition ; and of 
which we may ſay in the like Phraſe as Nicodemus 


of our. Saviour, That none _could-write after 


| this manner, except God were with them. 
I freely acknowledge, that they are not writ- 
ten according to the ordinary Rules of ,Art and 
Method, which Almighty God'is no more obli- 
ged to obſerve, than he is to govern the World 
by the Methods and Rules that are. ordinarily 
obſerved among Mankind. + 


For: 
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For as in the Government of the World, 
where there are different Endsto purſue, arid di- 
yers Means to be made nfe of, God confines not 
himſelf ro a& as we would in ſuch cafes, but 
acts above all Rule known'ts ns, and ſometimes 
puniſhes where we would ſpare, and ſpares 
where we would puniſh ; ſometimes gives to 
thoſe that we would deprive of fuch Favours, 
and deprives thoſe of them to whom we ſhould 
think fit co give: So it 15 in- the Divine Compo- 
ſures, in'which he makes uſe of different Hands 


and Inſtruments, as there are different Tempers - 


in Mankind : He makes uſe of the Poetical 
Vein in David , the Oratory of an [/aiaþ, the 
Ruſticity of an Amos, the Elegancy of a Lke, 
the Plainneſs of a Peter, -the Profoundnefs of a 
Paul, to ſerve the common Deſign of- inftract- 
ing Mankind in the knowledge of God, and their 
Duty to him, without that Artificial Method 
which the Learned Part of the World expett to 
find, and think fic ro obſerve. 

The Heavens and the Earth have upon them 
the Signatures of an Almighty Power and Wil 
dom , and which we may with David employ 
our moſt ſerious Hours in the Contemplati- 
on of, with Pleaſure and Advantage. Bur 
yec there is no {trict Order viſible to ns; nor can 

be 
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be obſerved: by us in the Situation of the Cons 
tellationsz nor tan we give a reaſon. why Orior 
and the Pleades, or Arfinarus, are placed in thar 
Quarter of the Heaveris which is aſſigned them : 
And the Earthis not like a Garden laid ont in or- 
der, but rather-there ſeems ro us a rude Vatiety 
in thediſpoſition of it ; and yet notwithſtand-» 
ing, who is there-that doth not under all theſe 
ſeeming Diſad vantages, find our che Traces of 
a Divine Original, and enough to entitle God to 
the Creation of all >'And ſo it is in:the Holy 


{ Scriptures, where there often ſeems wanting the 


Accompliſhments of Human Eloquence, rhe en- 
ticing words of man's wiſdom, and that Decorurt 
and Artifice which the Books' of Human Con- 
rivance and Invention are embelliſhed - with : 
But as the Apoſtle faith, when he declined the 
words which man's wiſdom ( whether of Philoſo- 
phers or. Orators') teacheth , it was that their 


Faith might fland'not in the wiſdom of men, but m the 1 Cor. 2. 


a ſeeming Irregularicy fo much Beauty ſhining 
forth, and experiment ſo much Virtue proceed- 
ing from it, that it will evidently appear;' that 
the leſs there is of Man in the Compoſure, the 
more there is of God, and that it can have none 
for its Author and Inditer but him ; and which 

Irre- 


| power of God + So we may lee under the Veil of + 5: 
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Irregularity can:no:more detract from the Antho- 
rity and-zDivine '[nfpiration -of :rhe Scripture, 
than. it can be queſtioned whether:.the Sun be 
the Fountain of Light ; becauſe'of. what we 
that are ata! vaſt diſtance fronviir}::call-Spors. 


For-we ate at'a-great diftance:from:che Apoſto- 


lical Age, and much-more:from the lateft times 
of the Inſpired Writers of the-Old' 'Teftarnear, 
and-ſo muſt-needs be.under fomedifhciilties from 
our.unacquaintedneſs with .the Style and\'Way of 
Writing, as welb-as the "Tuftoms of thoſe Ages. 
And:there will be therefore ſome Spots. and Dark 
Places in them as there are in the: Sun, |nor for 
want oof Light and Elegance originally in'them, 
no more-than'for-want of Lightinthe Sun; but 
becauſe: of ſome; Deficiency. 1n,our elves ,:that 
ate” ata Diſtance; and under: fuch-Circumſtances 
as intercept our Sight, and hinder us from ma- 
king true and exact Obſeryatians..: Bar if we 
could but ſtand} as weare to judgedf- Piftures, 


in the ſame Lighr'in which they were' drawn; 


and had lived 1m the ſame Ages in'which thoſe 
Books were written, we ſhould be ableto make 
a much truer Judgment, and penetrate much 


farther into the meaning of them, than we now 
can do. 


But 


a 


=. 
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-- But.now-thongh all the Parts of Scripture are 
not equally alike, :but::liks-che Inſpired:\Wricers 
themlſelves; of whom foine wete; bred up in the 
Nurſeries of Learning, and others fetch'd from 
che Fiſhery and the.Sheepſoldg; yer are-cthey all 
plain inthe ſame eflential;. Nodcrine ., -and- in 
which the Salvation: of Mankind.is concerned. 
And not only ſo, but the Style: and Order of 


-Words:,..it. thoroughly:underſteod; as to xheir 


Pcopriety, -Elegance,-and Uſe,' would be very 


ſurprizing (if we may judge of- what we do 
.not know, by what we do}; which has not been 


unobſerved'even.by ſomeiof; che: Heathens: Ic 


was Dionyfius Longinus the Rhetorician, that admi- 


red the Majeſty and Sublimity of- Moſes's way 
of writing. It was Amelius the-Platoniſt, that ac 


the ſame time as he call'd St. Jobn a Barharian- (a 
Title which the Greeks and Romans'beſtow'd up- Enſeb. 
on all but themſelves ) found in his Goſpel che "#9: 


Wiſdom. of a;Philoſopher.- ,* 61.1 | - #- 

But aboveall, 'we may ſee the Footſteps of a 
Divine and Extraordinary Aſſiſtance in the ad- 
mirable Diſcourſes of our Saviour and the Apa- 


{tles upon; ſeveral-occafions, Let us; for inſtance, 


take a view of. our Saviour's laſt. Diſcourſe-with 


the Diſciples juſt before his Death, as recorded 
by St. John, chap. 14-.&c. Turn; we again co 
e010 E 


that 


( 7 
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thavof $t: Pant about a Future State, and a Re- 
ſarre&ionts it; '\which:is'the ſubjett:of '1 Cor. x5. 
See it vain inthe'cloſeund ſeafible Argumenta- 
tions of the Aurhor tothe Hebrews. See itialſo ih 
the 'vety Digreſſionswhichthole Holy Pen-men 
ſometimes, - by dreaking- off from their Subje& 
in handfor a while, dofalt upotr; where we ſhall 
find that' which is equivalent co'whac is ordinarily 
ſaidby rhe Prophers itt'theMeflages they, deliver- 
ed, hns faithrb4 Lordy andwhar is 25 Expreſly ſaid, 
and will as'much be found tobe of Divine Re- 
velacion.. It-was certainly as much an effe&of 
"the DivinePower toDire&; and-Affit; and even 
Iaſpire thofe Writers with ſuch ſablime:Nocjons, 
ſuch convincittg Arguments, as it way/of the-Di- 
viae Commiſſion to fend the Prophets wirth- Au- 
thority-ws pablifh <e-Divine-2Commands and 

Thul-Po- Decrees, 'Atid therefore it is 2 very frivolous 
bir. e.5. Exception Which a late Author makes againſt 
the Divine Authority of the 'Apoſtolical Wri- 
tings, That they confiſt 'of long Deduttions 

and Argumentations; whereas ; laith- he, God 

doth not reaſon, but commind, as hedid by the Pro- 
phets.' Bat how ofren ds we -find'in' the Pro. 
phers God arguing with the Jews about the Ya- 

_ mity of "their 1dolarry;, from the Incomprehen- 
fiblePerfeRiotisof his Nature, &c, 2 How often 
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uſing Arguments, to conyinge:them; of theis. Im- 
moralities:and Impiecties?. How often exhorting 
them.to Repentance and Reformation, from the 
moſt powerful Confiderations:?.. And; therefore 
why are the Apoſtles leſs inſpired, forthat xeaſor 
than che Prophets 3 When:God ſpeaks. to Men, 
and teaches one man by another, iv:is often;after 
che manner of men; and therefqre as he 'doth 
ſometimes irequire abſolute: Obedience» tg his 
Commands, {oat other times/he condeſcends ſo 
far as to ſhew them the Equity and.che. Reaſona- 
bleneſs of them, both equaly becoming the Di 
vine Majefty, and which are a glocipus Inſtance 
of the Divine Wiſdom conſpicuous throughout 
the Holy Scripture ; thereby. addiog both' tothe 
Excellency arid4he Uſchulnekrof i itz andiadyan- 
cing it in both above /any.Book it the World, 
And for this, :take; the Word of one (who is 4nimz 


Mandi, 


ocherwiſe-no Friend-ro- our Religion; or $0 the 5.9. ;. 
Divine Authority of the Seripturee) abdugh in 
contradiction-to himſelf, :. *: 2; A 3c:13igt\ 
« As the Luſtre of an Oriental, Divenond..þ is 
<< more clearly-perceiyed when eompaied with 
<« Counterfeit Stones; ſo Ghriſtianity-aSpeart in 
<« irs greateſt Gloty and Splendor, wheii compa» 
* red with the-Obfcuricy of. Paganiſtn ; the De- 
+ forrnity of. the: one. ſerving as & Foil to the 
E 2 | & other. 
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«<gther, | Noridor-rhe*« Divioiry of; the Sctie 
« gtures'ever better 'appear,”'than when compa» 
red With the: Bollies' of the-Talmud, the '4lcbo» 
"ran, orthe Ootiſticorions-of-the Heathen Laws 
 ghvors #/wvhichs| an infallible fign: of : their 
© Excellence, that they ſo. well bear the my: of 
& Compariſon. "Ebusf far he. Fo 
6-4de Generaly! 12 bs | T2Lif.tr oe; 
| How we iptove rhe Books dos 'are now'ex« 
tanty and received: by the Chriſtian Charch as 
Canonical, toibs Fooiguery: Books tharwere writ 
by- ad kl arc ITI2 ; TEST JO 210g 
' Now this will receive a ſufficient Anſwer, if 
we -prove,  - 3-30 
©1384; That there: were once fnluBools, } 974 
z{That chefware che very Books which: were 
Gre aide to be Canonical and Inſpired. he 
;” That theſe Books are/nor corrupted, ſos 


©: Hor td 'be che Books now which oncethey. were, 


- 3. The firftof rheſe.isnor denied bythe moſt 
violent Adverſaries, ſuch as Appion was to the 
Jews, andiCiljus tothe Chriſtians: 1.1). 
' 2, 'Fhar theſe ar&the Books which'n were heres 
rofors Penn'dby Inſpired Perſons, and: received. 
by the: Univerſal Church as ſuch , we have as 
much Evidence as we have or can have for any 
thing paſt. or diſtant in time or place from: us, 
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and! which 'weraur: ſelves h4vecnot:{cent; :And 


if we call in-queſtion the Suſhiciency of the Evi» 
dence, or the/Truth of ,what is proved by'ir, we 
take away ajl theEvidense thatiwe' canhave,and 
thee Truth -and-Certainty of Whatever has been} 
or 8, which:we have: not -{cen-our'.ſelves. . . So 
chat either-cheſe-are; thoſe, Books, os there is no- 
thing of :tharkjnd-which we c:n depetid mpon; | 
2: Theſe:Books are-uncontapred,: SeneanZby 
Deſi 1gn, or by Accident, 
If by Deſign, it muſt either be by: Jews, Fei 
relicks, or thoſe that: are called Orthoyox:! © 5: 
1. {f bythe Jews; that muſt either-be before 
the time of our Saviour, or afterit,- . If eos. 
they would: haxe certainly been -taxed-for. it:b 
our Saviour andithe Apoſtles, who upon! al-oc- 
caſions appeal ro the Scriptures; and'yer never 
charge them with any ſuch.Falſifications.:, © 1s 
[f they were corrupted: by [the Jews afreroun V..; Ares 
Sviour's-time, : How carme-they' to-leaye thoſe * 
Prophecies uncortupted which " menifeldly and, 
principally prove our:Savieur:to:be the; Mefijah > 
For furely if chey adulterated;! or: expunged;-ov 
added. to' the leſs, they would have' offered: as 
much violence to the greater.. Burt icis evidend 
the Jews were-in a; bigh-degreeſuperſiicious, :in 477. 
prelervingthe __ aki; tae Serj "_ found and Jac. 
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Or if-cheywonld havelatrempred'chis; how 
could they do ir, and not be diſcovered and chal- 
tenged for-ic. by the Chriſtians, who from: that 
time. forward had the Scriptures: of the Old Te- 
ſtamenrtin their cuſtody as:well aSthemfelves > 
2. It couldinot be by: the Hereticks, becquſe 
the Scriptures were ſoon diſperſed :over all the 
'Chriftian Wortd, 'and were read'both in 'publick 
and 'private ; and with that Care and Faithful- 
neſs, that they choſe rather to part with their 
Lives; 'than:become Traditores, ”and'deliver up 
their Bibles co be burnt ; andi keeping: then (o 
watchful an eye upon them, they could not be 
perverted by their fraudulent Arts , but they 
would ſoon be obſerved and complained of ; 
efpecially by choſe whoſe Office it was above 
others to ſtudy and preſerve them. | 
trenewlz, So when Marcion falſified the Text, he was 
$2 preſently derefted andexpoſed for it. ©» + 
ir March * 3. Nor couldit be by the Orthodox, if "any 
Epiphan. of them were ſo weak as to think to ſerye their 
#-4* Cauſe by it: For as to the Old Teſtament, they 
. were/as watchfully obſerved by the Jews, 4s the 
Jews were by them 3 and both the Copies of the 
Old and New were fo'ſoon and fo far diſperſed, 
that neicher could any one attempt-it with any 
_ likelihood of fuceels; nor all /apree in ic, when 
 Impoſlible to convene for it. And 
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- And therefore when Minicheus | and his Fol- 


lowers pretended the Cormaption of the Scripture 
in their own vindication, 'they could not make 
out their Charge, chough PROvniegy by St. Ju- 4ig. de 
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Uſe. We may obſerve from homes; wha 4Blefſ' 


frng weenjoy abovethe'Agesof Tradition, when 
the knowledge of the Truth was conveyed from 
hand+o hand; :whichſo ſenſibly declined, that 
the Truth /was ſo6d tarti'd' int Fable, phd that- 
fo few Years after the Flood as the time of 'Te 
rab, the -greateſt part of the World was” overrun 
with [dolatry ; ſo that for the reerievieg:it, God. 
drew Abraham ot of that infeted Mats; 4ndVen- 
joined him-to ſerup a Family ſeparated from the- 
reft of the World, thatout of that he Mighticon. 
ſtiture.a ChutichiorlbisServieein1n 2 29h! 5. 0:1 
But we have that which thoſe: Ayes wanead; 

a Written and 'Certain Rule for our Faith .and- 

Manners ; and tharb- plainly and- intelli oy: 
wrote, and {6 coniplearly/ind? eaively: furnh 

with all things neceffary for ws- Ann i: 
to the Happineſs of ' another Life; thar as none- 
in the Chriſtian'Chanch {awbers:the Guides'wnyg: 
Teachers are faithful ro their-RlbekPaanBe or: 
muſt RR be ignorant; fo neirher can« 
any perſon be defeRive in the know! dge of þis. 
Dory ck -yoid and- Eſte of. 6. yoms it 
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volels by his. own fave” If we keep but. tor 
etir Rule; that is as/an lnfallible Gompals ro di- 
rect us, ard we ſhall never fall ſhort of knowing 


| wack what is neceſſary. toward: his Happineſs, 


what God has revealed, or of objajning. what 


he; hath promiſed... ; 
- And/\ here; we may y $f refle upon our 
Happineſs i in this Church, chat we have not the 
Key of: Knowledge taken. from. us, and .the Truth 
lock 'diup jn. an; Unkriown Tongue /( as in the 
Church of Rome )- but plainly and faithfully ren- 
dred-in our own Language, for the laſtruction 
and Edification oof all: ; } :::': ., 
. What remains-theo, but that we rake this our 
daily ftudy, and labour to acquaint our ſelves 
with the Rich Treaſures,of "er and Neceſlary 
Knowledge contained: in thoſe-Sacred- Repolitor 
ries, and making them as David did, a Lamp to our 


feet, and endeavouring to: conform our ſelyes in 


all points to, their holy. Preſcriptigns ;. and then 


we ſhall moſt gertainly-havereaſon ro-rejoice in 


the. Comfort of. -the Promiſes, and with Patience 
look for that bleſſed bope and. glorious appearance of the 
great:God, and our Saviour Jeſus; Chriſte... 
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